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Jé

Dear friends from the United States!

On behalf of all our guests I thank you very mucn Ior your

coming.

When we consider your long jouruney across the ocean to participate
in our congress, then your presence in that meeting of the friends
of the crib serves as a better evidence for the wvalue of that
custom than all the words which have been said here before,

In my address ( speech) I have tried to emphasize the human-
educational and religious aspects of the eritb., We all know that

in our modern civilisation, but sometimes even in the church,

the heart of man goes short. The erib is a matter of our hearts =
and therefore we must cultivate it.

When the congress will be over,I am sure you will have forgotten
many word and speeches which you have heard here during that congress
But we hope that you will remember that the people in that country
have moﬁified,that custom, to be sure, but that we insist on it.
e insist on it, because we know about its religious profundity

nd its values of feeling and creative power.

1

wish you a happy return to your country and a merry Christmas 1974
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